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Anchor hall.o-r- , jn JEFFERSON AVFNUF.S

TVniTTEN KOll Till" M'My VT IlfU'UM If.
It Is tjust four jeans ago to-d- that the

mot destructlte cj clone In history struck
Et, Louis, causing loss of life to the number
of 350 souls and destrojlng property worth
twelte millions of iloilsrs It was a dis-

aster which will make May ;7 n date nier
to be forgotten by any person lit Ing here at
the time, and the occurrence will be most
likely the most destructive tornado which
will ever be recorded.

The morning of Wednesday. May 17, 1S35,

was warm and cloudy and was In tempera-
ture and weather conditions1 iery Hko the
two or' thTee previous days For the two
days previous, however, reports had been
rrlntedi In the dally papers of the extreme
high winds which prevailed In Kansas nnd
Nebraska, causing a frood deal of d'struc-tlo- n

In These States, nnd of a cyclone which
had prevailed oxer a. limited area In Illinois.
Storms' were expected during the day. but
early In the morning there was nothinc to
Indicate that anything more than the usual
thunder-stor- of early summer was to b
expected. The barometric pressure was
rather unusual, but the chances of the rea-
son weru taken to account for this to a
ereat extent, so there was absolutely no
forebodlmr of the dleaxter which wis about
to' happen in the minds of the Inhabitants of
this city. Bo the people went about their
dally work as ustsal. making no other pro-tlio- n

against tha weather than they had
It in In the habit of doing for the week past.

The temperature remained stationary, dur-
ing the 'morning and the skies only changed
to get morai and more gloomy. By half pas
2 rain seemed Imminent and the clouds over
the entire ky were black and forbidding.
There was not a breath of air stirring and
the proverbial calm which precedes tha
storm hung- over tha city until 4 o'clock.
During the early part of the afternoon the
lightning' was only occasional, but was ex-

tremely tlvld and was followed by low, rum-Wi-

peals of thunder.wblch seemed to come
from a irreat distance At 3 o'clock It una
apparent that a set ere storm was coming
and the persona who were at their homes
took sundry precautions In the shape of
closing shutters and screens a severe hall-stor- m

which had occurred a few dajs pre-

viously and destroyed many windows mak-
ing- them fear a repetition of such an oc-

currence. A few minutes past 3. the sky
began to chance In color and get lighter,
and it looked for a few minutes as If the
stornv was about to pass over.

It was for a tery few minutes that It
seemed so. however. The skv kept setting
lighter, but It assumed a sickly green hue
toward tho north and west, and the

ta4 b.n merely Jn flashes b- -
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fore, row lit up the grern iortlo-- i of the suy
with long, sharpl) dctliied lnr. which re-

main) d In tlew for a couple of seconds zig-
zagging across the clou!-- - Singnkirlv
enough. It was onlt etjrj thlr.I or fourth
Hash which was- - followed b thund'r. but
the tlaps were in eterj ci( and loud
In contrast to the low rumhlinvs of the
morning and arl afternoon. The -- kj kept
getting more and more plckly In nppearance
and the entire heat ens were oon covered
with the green hue v.hlch soon began
to get darker and angrier looking. A heav
bank of greenish black clouds also rose
swiftly from the north and oon spread oter
tho entire northwestern horizon The light-
ning grew more nnd more frequent and now
began to cause considerable terror by strik-
ing the wires of the city with shjrp reports,
the blaze being plainly seen wheretcr n
flash struck a wire As jet there was ab-
solutely no wind and the leai.es of the trees
stood absolutely quiet without the faintest
flutter

At G o'clock It was much darker than wn--t
customary at that hour oxen on n htorniv
i:e- - nrA the TvrilfiT rnlnr of tlift Kkl. tho
nbence of wind and the repeated lij;htninir '
caused the great majority of people to hurrj J

home, it being evident that the city was In
for something wors than eten the ordinary
thunder-stor- Tbe business world, how-
ever, had to remain Rt their ro'ts until the
customary hour, but on all the buildings the
awnings wrro carefully taken In and the
frujp on many of tho tall smoku stacks were
tightened to prepare for emergencies As
jet there was no general alarm felt, tho
mrcat mass of people seeming to take an In-

terest In watchlnc the clouds nnd In specu-
lating upon tho storm which was gathering.
In tho stores the salespeople gathered In
the doors nnd wlndovs and watched tho
lightning und clouds, there being little or no
business to keep them at their work inside.

It was about twenty mlnutea after fits
that the first breath of wind which had
been felt for two or thre--s hours became
apparent. At that tlm there was a sud-
den breath of wind which grew stronger
and stronger very slowly, making walking
against it quite dlfjcult and sending all the
looe signs on ths sidewalks clattering to
the ground. Windows which had ben left
open In the business buildings were hurried-- !'

closed, but the wind dropped suddenly
ard for a few seconds there was absolute
calm. At the same time there was a sud-
den drop In the temperature which was
felt the moro distinctly owing to the lack
of wind. For a minute and a half there
was a period of absolute stUlne i J d then
there was a sudden blazo of lightning ac-
companied by a continuous roar of thunder.
At the same moment without tho slightest
warning the wind rose with a sudden
shriek, which Immedlatelj-- deepened Into a
roar, sweeping eterj thing before It and
making It Impossible to hear one's olce.
Almost beforo tha sound of. tho wind had 1

THE

r'ached the rars of th rerson" In t.ie
lil'llilill).'. tl."t cmlld Fee flfgrtpll poles
trees and In mini Inst-irce- s entire houses

urn I" f.iens .mil were surround"!
1 j prftrt thunder of iioiscH. In eterj
.lir. itli'ii ih.- - lightning striking the
wins uhlli still rinjl!i-- Mandini; with
a srri s .if crackling r ports whi h
luiild be plahilv ho ml .ilx.-- . the rrt or

the tumult and the roaring cf the wind
w louler and lutider In the res!d-nr- e

district or South St. Ixiuls the wind reached
Fueh a tremendojs force that nothing could
Hand before It nnd scarcely u hnue es-

caped Injury, whole districts being fairly
torn down by the wind. Jn the business
districts In eterj- - part ef the city the dam-
age was fry great, the entlro southern
portion of the Droadway busln'ss section
being practically wiped out while the Levee,
districts along the entire front were act-ual-

torn to pieces.
Thprn wns not a portion of the city

which escaped darasge to somo extent dur-Ir- g

the minute and a. half that the wind
lasted. The Cltj-- HoplXil was wrecked at
tie first burst of tin wind, the entire twoupr stories bemg blown off The Four
Courts building was Injured liaOl, espe-
cially In tho ui per Horles and In tho jail
Th Liggett and Meier's tobacco f.ictory
v.hlch was under construction near Tower
Groto was absolutely destroj-ed- , even tho
bare steel framework In which tho walls
had not jet been Inserted being twisted in
every direction and torn apart. All tho
whirfboats along the Ieteo wer de-
stroyed as wero the elevators and the ma-
jority of the steamers at tho wharf Trom
north to south along the river front there
was not a building which did not suffer
si'terelj', eten the strong construction of
tha clctators protlng a plaj-thln- for tho
tornado. Th rcMdenco district around
Tower Crute had , eterj-- other houso
WTeckcd whlla tho fiercest furj- - of tho tor-
nado struck the Compton Heights resi-
dence section and the reighborhood of

Park. Besides destrojlng tho pari:
ltelf. levelling the fine old trees which
were the ornament of that entire part of
the city, the wind levelled or partial!- - lev-
elled every dwelling In the tlclnlty. among
them some of the finest homes In South St.
Iouls. Along I'ark and Jefferson aenues
the played hatoc with tiro build-
ings of eterj-- construction, the Anchor
Hall at the Junction of those streets losing
Its entire front. Tho West Kid suffered
lesi than nnj-- other section, although the
forco of tho wind was suf&cirnt to break
m.y windows, blow off many chlmnej s and
dei-tro- shade trees and telegraph poles.
The polM In every portion of the city were
blown down with their burden of v.lre
the weight of the wires protlng too great
a strain for the poles, eten in the districts
most lightlj- - touched.

Tho East Side suffered even moro seterely
In proportion than did St Louis, Tha Levee,
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Around the. Benton
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front was v.lp"d bare of the rr.ime and brick
buildings which occupied It before the tor- -
i .urn anu inn onit iniciure tiMDie irora tue
ht Iiu's side the next morning was an ele-t.it-

whlcli vjs partlallv destroyed The
f.ist approach to the Kads Ilrllc- - was so
Imllj wrecked that It was n couple of dsjs
before It cajld bo Jepalred blroiiglt enough

-
s CARELESSNESS

O The Secretary of the, Treaury has a
of people who hate monej- - to burn or

s for reimbursement Vncie Sim is kind
satisfied thit it Is actually out cf
to look after this branch of Ills llnancl.il

o Fecretarj' Is not appealed to to mails good
remnants of bills, more or lesj

v.crk of destruction w. wrought.
One of th late"t applications tvta

of remnants of bills that approached tl.e
In return, which, offer some, del -, he
hidden the raon-- r undtr the rafters of his
tho hay and bran fed to one of his cows.
whn Its nature was discovered.

Another farmer, from Kansas, has
s represent JW. According to his s;orj' they

was hung on a feed cutter, and when It
s that held the money got between its
o shred.'. The claim is now in process of

A Botrn rran took from his pocket
paper, and burned half of It in IlghMac
that he had used a J bill for a lighter.

A Washington man, a coude of vtki
to get $33 for some, badly mutilated bllla
w 1th for an hour.

A Wisconsin woman haa sent a lot of
Several months ago she hid it In a stove
laundrj' flro was recently placed. A
result.

Another woman, this time !n Jndlanapoll",
greens she was preparing for olmcr,

mas" ,
A Ioting Philadelphia papa has aeked

and a score of pellets of the same material
?. bill, which his pet boy had torn to
through a glass tube at the cat. canary

An Ohio man wants to sell the Treasury
He sajs he had that amount In bills In

s

statue.
Kwrp

to admit o' the passage of trains. Tha en-
tire iisidonce district of the town was prac-tlcal- lj

torii o pieces while, the portion of
the city nrouid the Itelaj- - Depot was swept
bar of eterj thing, even the cars beln
turned oter and rolled down the emltnk-mn- t

Singularly enouarli. the nlJy Depot
Itself whi. it htood directly In the midst of

3

WITH MONEY,

vary lars directory' of careless people
otherwise destroy, and who appeal to him

eno-jf- h to reMore lost money when. h Is
existence, and the Treasury Department has

affatrs llardlj- - a day passes that the.
nvney drstrojed. and ho often

recognizable, with queer titles of how the

from a Vermont farmer, who sent a mass
condition of pulp, and asked, for $30

recelted. He said he had tcry carefully
barn, and scmehotv it lnd gotten Into

Tha cow was chewing tho gTeen feed

sent a lot of chopped bills that he. aaya
were, In tha pocket of a vest that

was being operated the corner of the veat
l.nltes, and. with the money. wa torn In

adjustment.
what he sys he thought was a piece of
h gas. The gnj light revealed the fact

ago, went In rerson to the Eecroiary
that his pin fill pup had been exerclslng

,tw j

tinder that jih sajs wa.1 onsa JS9.
pipe hole. Into which a pips from a

the pipe rested on the bills tinder was the.

got tlO in greenbacks mixed with
and boiled them Into an almost unrecog-

nizable
CO for n few strips cf greenish paper

Ho says thej once, constituted a
pieces, rolled Into bal'a and blown

bird nnd nursemaid.
Department a mouse nest for HCO.

a bureau drawer, and that the rslco ap-
propriated It In bits to build a homo In which to rear their famllj-- .

This list Is continually growing, and the communications glt-in- the. remark-
able details are so frequent as to cause no smllo or comment In tha depart-
ment. Each ona Is simply a new case that follows along a line of red tup
until It is adjusted.

sss0sssssss44.sssssssss4ssssa

Mount calvary church.afayette and jeffek30n avenues.

all the devastation which was coins; for-
ward, wa not entire!- - destroyed, the wait-
ing and refreshment rooms being left stand-
ing. In the waltlng-rc-o- of the depot was
a largn clock, which stopped at the very
lnoiiK nt the cycloie struck the city, and It
Is (.till kept hinging- on the wall with Its
hands point d to twentj--tw-o minutes after
B. a mute witness to the etact time that the
disaster h.ippened

The eUctric power and lighting aystems
In St. LouW had been almost to a unit
wrecked, the houses of the Fourth street
cable and of tbe Scullln line at Jefferson
atenue belrg two cf the power-house- s which
suffered the most. There were no lights
that night on account of ths wires belrg
down nnd not a car line moved after the
tornado except the Ollte street cable. One
of the lines In tho northern end cf the city
was found to be in working condition after
the c clone, but It was ordered stopped on
account of the fear that the current passing
Into wires fallen ncro?s tho trolley wlro
might cause accident and fires.

Two dep irtmejits which suffered severely
we-- u the South End police and tho

of the lire. Department. The polico
had to work all night rescuing those in ths
fallen houses, not knotting whether their
cwn homes vcro standing or not. Tho Flro
Department n!c had the hardest night In
Its history. A dozen fires utarted immedi-
ately alter tho cjclone, which tho henvj
rain that started a few-- minutes later was
tinablo to quench. The work of the firemen
In crossing tho maze of tangled wires
which la' upon the ground can be bet'er
lmaglred than described. Engine Company
Xo. 7 at No. 134 South Eighteenth had re-
sponded to an alarm Just before tha storm
burst, and In their absence, the houso was
tntlrelj- - deatroj-cd- . If the company had
been In the place at tho time there would
alTcojt certainly hate been many killed.
Tho polico station In tho corner of Lafay-
ette Park was almost entlrelj-- destroyed.
the men stationed lnslda all fortunately
escaplrg.

A tho time the wind first rots to Its)
greatest strength, tha traditional funnel-shapp- ed

cloud of the toraado was seen
whirling around through South St, Louis-- It

was also tlsible along the river front,
the steamers Ijing along the Levea getting
fairly struck ard being whirled arourU and
shattered. On boat was blown completely
across the rltcr from tho Anchor Line
wharfboat. end forced up on tho bank on
tha Illinois .Ide. Tlio cloud was also dis-
tinctly ible In tha neighborhood of tha
Tower Grot e district.

During the time that the tornado was In
progress tho ptople In all parts of the cltj-wer- o

In deadly terror. The disaster wns so
sudl-- and unexpected that it seemed to
paraljze the residents of the smitten dis-
tricts, and for the most part thej' remained
crouching in tho ruins of their homes un-
til h next raorelus, chlllelbjr th uMert

drop In temperature and dVenehe.! by tS
terrific downpour of rala which started im-
mediately at the close of the wlcditorm.
Not a light wasi vlslbla In that portion of
tha city, even the gas mains betes wrecked,
and there was possibly nevr a ca-- e, whera
so many people, passed a nlht of abject
terror as on that occasion. The rain was
really a fortunate thing In ore sense, as it
extinguished a number of email flrea whlcli
rpigut hate crown to serious proportion!
had they been urchecket

The people In the downtown rectloo las-spe-

a fearful night, or at least several
hours. No car line tm rnnnlts except th
Ollte street, to thosa who lived la eectJona
cf the. dry to which this Una did not ex- -t

n-- had either to remain downtown or t
w ,1k home. Anxiety about their famffe"
I rompted irony to take this lart-- r coursa,
ard th walk In pitch darkless, through a.
pourlrg rain, with a network of wires un-
der foot, was an expe-Ie- nc which nons

j will forget who underwent It-- In many
mcj- - returned oniy to una uiirnvun

In ruins an-- ! omo or alt of tha family
dead.

As has been, enld, the wind lasted for
about a minuto and a h i'f In many case
houses which were not touched bj- - tro cen-
tra! portion of tho tirnilo or which wers
off Its path wero destroved as com- - letely as
tho which were fa.rly struck by tho fore

f the win' Tho whl-lln- g cloud of tha
to'nailo sfemed to create a vacuum In Its
Iitth whicts caused tho walls of untouched
houses to be blown outward by the fore
or the air within, the wal.s wl lch fell out-
wards be irlng witness to tne Timber of
houjea whlrh were, destrcye 1 In this man-
ner.

All through tha night ot the I"th It poured
nnd stormed, but the next nn- -J 7 dawned
clear and bright. Durlnr th's ua scarcely
nnj work was done In any line of business.
many of the largo s r.er's closing
down for the dj-- . The .r it n: Jorltj- - of
the pcuple thua d.seni$jgnt sp. nt Uie'r ma-
in walking around the , e' g scenes
of devastation wllch tr w .1 ' vcr for-
get Th work of huutli.a for ' 3 burlrd
In tho ruins of tho wi u d uses at-
tracted larae crowds, nn ! n - ftir body
w hich wan taken from tli r .. s tha
awful destruction t ' j V cyclone.
Over l.'iO bodies were f ir 1 ail o! !. and
the number of Injur ! w.'l 1 eter be known
us hundreds of cases wrr. ri ter reported

Tho morning after the 1 c -e a meeting
was held at the Jtercha' " Exchange and
an aid fund was raised - 1 e ocnefit of
the cyclone sufferers. Mtv.ir xValbrldga
called a couple of meetings a' I rror.f j-- was
raised by hubscriptmn It r tl temporarj'
relief of those made, home by th
storm.
It took many weeks for the nerves of tho

citizens to recover from 'he sk of that
night, and to thl dav the s;',t t a cTou.I
In South St. IeVjN causes ur" sin,.s amerg
those who felt the rife, ts of the cvclo-e- .
The repiir- - on tin v.r K d 1 m' i: --,s ed

sl'i.tlj. an I th ca ft'- - or a--

are still plilnlj vltble n au tli s,e 1 r3
reached bj-- tha storm In tt- pr cheJ ac

ot tha rebuilt d.weiiijs. -
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